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The literature review serves several important functions

Â Situates your subject area within a larger field/question/lit. 

Â Ensures that you are not "reinventing the wheel". 

Â Gives credit to those who have laid the groundwork for your 
research. 

Â Demonstrates your knowledge of the research problem. 

Â Demonstrates your understanding of the theoretical and 
research issues related to your research question. 

Â Shows your ability to critically evaluate relevant literature 
information. 

Â Indicates your ability to integrate and synthesize the existing 
literature.

Â Provides new theoretical insights or develops a new model as 
the conceptual framework for your research. 

Â Convinces your reader that your proposed research will make 
a significant and substantial contribution to the literature (i.e., 
resolving an important theoretical issue or filling a major gap 
in the literature). 



Before I begin, hereõs why you need 

to know how to write a lit review:
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.... Or ówhy you need to learn to read 

and analyze critically, write a proposal 

and conduct secondary research














