Posting on “Working Class” studies newsgroup (June, 12, 2005)

SUBJECT: Reading on Social Mobility

>From: Josiah Heyman <jmheyman at utep.edu>

>Subject: [Working-Class] Readings on  social mobility

>

>Hello to all,

>I am seeking references to analytical readings on social mobility—or should it be "so->called mobility"?

>

>Josiah McC. Heyman

>Professor of Anthropology

>Chair, Department of Sociology and Anthropology

>University of Texas at El Paso

Josiah: 

The literature on social mobiliy in the US probably extends back to De Toqueville, although you can also see Thorsten Veblen ("The Theory of the Leisure Class") for a later historical view. The definitive US literature on class, working-class  consciousness/injustice and class mobility likely comes from Erik Olin Wright ("Class, Crisis and the State", "Classes", "The Debate on Classes" and "Class Counts"). His examination is generally from the objective camp, but Wright remains the most authoritative and consistent author around issues related to class, mobility and working-class consciousness. Rosemary Crompton's book "Class and Stratification" ends up being the best summary of positions in the American social class 'canon'. 

On the subjective side of working-class aspirations and injustice are Barbara Ehrenreich ("Fear of Falling", "Nickeled and Dimed"), Lillian Rubin ("World of Pain" and "Families on the Fault Line"), Rick Fantasia ("Cultures of Solidarity"), Paul Fussell ("Class"), Sennet and Cobb ("The Hidden Injuries of Class") and Halle ("America's Working  Man"). Earlier works by Ely Chinoy ("The Autoworker and the American Dream"), Arthur Shostak ("Blue Collar World", "Blue Collar Life"), Irving Howe ("The World of the Blue Collar Worker"), Andrew Levinson ("The Working-Class Majority"), remain both useful and relevant. Recent books include Alfred Lubrano ("Limbo"), Pakulski and Waters ("The Death of Class"), Lipset and Marks ("It Didn't Happen Here"), Zweig ("The Working Class Majority" same title as Levinson's earlier book), Clark and Lipset ("The Breakdown of Class Politics"), Kingston ("The Classless Society") 

The British have examined this question more intently than most. The 'objective' camp is best represented by John Goldthorpe, an academic who along with David Lockwood (and others) conducted a study in the early to mid 1960s and published the 3-volume "Affluent Worker Series" (1968-69). They tried to discover why the British working-class voted for the Conservative Party in 3 consecutive elections in the 1950s and whether there was indeed a streak of conservatism in England among the proletariat (McKenzie and Silver's "Angels in Marble" looked at this question in the early 1960s too). Goldthorpe's best work was probably in the late 1980s ("Social Mobility and Class Structure in Modern Britain"), although you may find it too static and technical, as it excludes working-class

"voices".  

My doctoral dissertation (recently concluded) examines the "blue collar aristocrats" of General Motors in Oshawa Canada. These are autoworkers and their families, who despite their manual, working-class status, earn between $70,000-$130,000 per year (the Canadian dollar is worth about 80 cents US at the moment) by virtue of unionized jobs in a key industry. I summarize some of my earlier findings on my website: www.oise.utoronto.ca/~rroth/ 

In Solidarity, Reuben 

__________________________________________________

Reuben Roth, Assistant Professor,

Department of Sociology, Laurentian University

Web: www.oise.utoronto.ca/~rroth/
