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SOCI-POST 382h – Protest, Contention, and Social Movements

Spring 2007— Professor Reuben N. Roth, Ph.D.
Lecture and Tutorial: 
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 7:10 p.m. – 10:00 p.m. 

Classroom: 
UA 3230
E-mail: 
rroth@oise.utoronto.ca

Telephone 
905-579-6578 (Home) 

Office: 
C-108 

Office Hours: 
By appointment (weekends or evenings available). 

COURSE DESCRIPTION
This course focuses on four key orientations for the analysis of social movements: (1) the relationship between structural change and transformations in patterns of social conflict; (2) the role of cultural representations in social conflict; (3) the process of transforming values, interests, and ideas into collective action; and (4) an examination of how social, political and/or cultural context affects a movements’ chance of success and the forms they take (Della Porta and Diani, 2006). The objective of the course is to develop participants’ understanding of social movements through social and political theory and research, and to encourage informed reflection on their own activities or observations of protest, contention and social movements. Case studies will be used to illustrate some of the mechanisms and processes of social movement theory. Case studies under examination will include the following: the Canadian labour movement, anti-globalization protests, the global rise of Islamic fundamentalism, and the growth of right-wing fundamentalists in the U.S., among others. 

Note that I value good academic essay-writing skills, which will be reviewed throughout the course. I strongly advise using the Trent Academic Skills Centre guide Thinking it Through: A Practical Guide to Academic Essay Writing.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS, GRADING AND TEXTS: 

The course requirements are listed below. Each requirement is described in detail below. Grading is based on student participation, reading journal entries, oral presentations and three essay assignments. 

Attendance
10% (ongoing)

Seminar Participation
15% (ongoing)
Reading Journals 
25% (10 journals, handed in May 10, 17, 24, 31 and June 7)

Oral Presentations
15% (dates to be individually assigned) 

Research Paper Proposal 
10% (due May 22)

Final Research Paper
25% (due June 7, 2007) 

Required TEXTS:

Donatella Della Porta, Mario Diani. 2006. Social Movements: An Introduction (2nd Edition). Malden, MA: Blackwell. 

McAdam, Doug, John D. McCarthy, Mayer N. Zald (Editors). 1996. Comparative Perspectives on Social Movements: Political Opportunities, Mobilizing Structures, and Cultural Framings. NY: Cambridge University Press. 
Tarrow, Sidney. 1998. Power in Movement: Social Movements and Contentious Politics. NY: Cambridge University Press. 

Additional readings or resources may be left at the library reference desk. 

Note: You may be required to purchase a photocopied set of readings. 

Note on readings AND LECTURE NOTES:

Lecture and seminar readings are listed separately. Both are required, and it is assumed that you will have done both before the seminar. Students are responsible for all material presented in lectures and seminars, including videos. If you cannot attend, you should make arrangements to get notes from others in the class or seminar. I do not provide lecture notes online. 

Notice on Plagiarism: 

Plagiarism is an extremely serious academic offence that carries penalties varying from failure in an assignment to suspension from the University. Definitions, penalties and procedures for dealing with plagiarism are set out in Trent University's “Academic Dishonesty Policy.” It can be found at: www.trentu.ca/deansoffice/dishonestypolicy.html 

Policy on Late Assignments:

Assignments are due on the date specified in this outline. Extensions will be granted only in exceptional circumstances, at the instructor's discretion. Late assignments will be subject to a 5% penalty for each day after the due date.

NOTE: Do not phone or email to report an absence. 

WEEKLY SCHEDULE AND READINGS:
Class 1: 
May 1 

Activity:  
Introduction and overview of the course, including course expectations, oral presentation sign-up dates, email list, grading scheme, readings, student presentations, reading journals and essays. 

Reading: 
McAdam et al., “Introduction.” (Optional, but highly recommended)

Lecture: 
A brief introduction: What are Social Movements? 

Class 2: 
May 3 

N.B.: Please note that there will be NO CLASS on May 3rd due to a prior commitment. Given the short timeframe for this course, I suggest that you use this extra evening to research and plan your oral presentation topic, reading journals and essay proposal.  

Class 3:
May 8

Theme: 
Core Questions of Social Movement Analysis

Readings: 
Della Porta and Diani, Chapter 1.



Tarrow, Introduction and Chapter 1.

Class 4: 
May 10

Theme: 
Social Changes and Social Movements

Readings: 
Della Porta and Diani, Chapter 2.



Tarrow, Chapters 2-3. 

Reading Journal #1 Due 

Class 5:
May 15

Theme: 
Collective Action: The Symbolic Dimension

Readings: 
Della Porta and Diani, Chapter 3. 



McAdam et al., Chapter 11.

Tarrow, Chapter 7.

Class 6: 
May 17

Theme: 
Collective Action and Identity 

Readings: 
Della Porta and Diani, Chapter 4.



McAdam et al., Chapter 9.

Tarrow, Chapter 4.  

Reading Journal #2 Due 

Class 7: 
May 22 

Theme: 
Collective Action, Individuals, Networks and Participation

Readings: 
Della Porta and Diani, Chapter 5. 



McAdam, et al., Chapter 4. 



Tarrow, Chapter 9. 

Research Paper Proposal Due 

Class 8: 
May 24

Theme: 
Social Movements and Organizations

Readings: 
Della Porta and Diani, Chapter 6.



McAdam, et al., Chapter 6. 



Tarrow, Chapter 8. 

Reading Journal #3 Due

Class 9: 
May 29

Theme: 
Protest and Social Action

Readings: 
Della Porta and Diani, Chapter 7. 

McAdam, et al., Chapter 3. 



Tarrow, Chapter 6. 

Class 10: 
May 31

Theme: 
Political Opportunities for Social Movements

Readings: 
Della Porta and Diani, Chapter 8. 



McAdam et al., Chapter 12.

Tarrow, Chapter 5.

Reading Journal #4 Due

Class 11: 
June 5

Theme: 
Social Movements and Democracy

Readings: 
Della Porta and Diani, Chapter 9. 

McAdam, et al., Chapter 5.

Tarrow, Chapters 10-11. 

Class 12: 
June 7

Theme: 
Summing It Up: The Future of Social Movements

Tarrow, Conclusion.

McAdam, et al., Chapter 1.

Final Research Paper Due

Reading Journal #5 Due
Detailed Overview of Requirements and Assignments

Seminar Participation 

You will be expected to participate in seminar discussion, after having prepared for each class’ readings. Your reading journal will play a key role in helping you to form and express your most informed viewpoints in seminar discussions, so it is crucial that you keep up with both your readings and journal. 

Assignment #1 – Oral Presentation
This assignment involves providing leadership during a part of our weekly tutorial. This may be done in one of two ways. Students will present one of our assigned readings and provide guidance and leadership during a classroom discussion. Students should aim to demonstrate in-depth knowledge of the appropriate material and to lead and engage the members of the class in a substantive discussion and debate. This is also an excellent opportunity to connect your own social movement experience with the theoretical models presented in the course. A schedule of presentations will be prepared in the first week of class. 

Assignment #2 – Reading Journals 

Every student in the course will be required to keep a protest, contention, and social movement journal of 500 words per entry (i.e. each biweekly assigned set of readings). Each week (on Thursdays) you will hand these in to me. Here is where you will note your reactions to the readings. The reading journal is where you will: (a) Note your observations, comments, questions and reflections on the readings – in short, what was good, what was bad and interesting about our assigned reading for that class? From what theoretical tradition do the readings emerge? How does a reading relate to your own paradigm or worldview? This is also where you share your critical comments or questions; and (b) Introduce and link our assigned readings to examples from other university texts you’ve read, your experiences, observations, media reports. You can also link the readings to daily experience (including political or news events) and analyze these using the course material. Your reading journal should be brought to every class and you should be prepared to share your journal entries in our seminars and presentations. The journal will be graded on the extent to which it shows that you are learning and understanding the course material and are capable of applying readings to actual events. Each journal (5 total) is worth 5%, for a total of 25% of your final grade. Weekly reading journals will be due on May 10, May 17, May 24, May 31, and June 7. 

Assignment #3 - Research Paper Proposal

The research paper proposal is a brief (3-4 page) statement of the specific research essay topic, outlining the nature of the research you will be conducting for the final research paper. This should include the concepts to be used and the methods to be followed to investigate your topic. A critical aspect of the proposal is to identify the specific research question that will examined in your final essay. Essentially, the research proposal is a road map for your essay. A carefully prepared proposal inevitably leads to a strong essay. The more narrowly focussed your proposal, the better the essay. The research paper proposal is due on May 22, 2007. 

I strongly advise using the Trent Academic Skills Centre guide Thinking it Through: A Practical Guide to Academic Essay Writing. Chapter II “Topic to Thesis” is especially applicable to this assignment. 

Assignment #4 – Final Research Paper 
The final research essay should examine some aspect of a social movement, protest campaign, or episode of contention. The research paper is the major assignment for the course and builds on the research paper proposal. The research paper is due on June 7, 2007 and should be approximately 12-15 pages in length. 

The following structure is not a template that applies to all research essays, but merely one example of how a research essay might be organized. Typically academic research essays with data from field research are composed of a number of sections (see below). You will follow the same basic structure with some modifications. These will be discussed in-class, and you will receive a handout on disciplined reporting and essay writing styles.   

1. INTRODUCTION.  This section identifies the major problem or question to be examined in the essay. Although this section is short you need to use it to show the reader the value of what is to follow.

2. LITERATURE REVIEW.  This section of the essay is a summary of the work by other researchers on the topic you have selected. A literature review is a synthesis of the most important theories and findings, rather than a mere summary of each work. In this section you need to show the reader that you have a strong understanding of the major issues and controversies related to your topic. 

3. RESEARCH METHODS.  In this section you outline the research methods you employed in your research, including the reasons for selecting a particular method, and any potential pitfalls or problems associated with it. An important objective of this section is to show to the reader that the research method will gather data in a systematic manner to answer the research question. NOTE: Research for this course will be based on secondary methods only, so this section will likely be brief. 

4. FINDINGS/RESULTS.  In this section you present the most important findings from your field research. Careful consideration should be given as to how to best present the data (tables, charts, photos, etc.). In some cases it may be best to combine this section with the next one to allow for an integration of findings and discussion. 

5. ANALYSIS/DISCUSSION.  The purpose of this section is to explain and analyze the findings from your field research. A critical aspect of this section is to relate your findings to past research and existing theories (as outlined in your literature review section). In this section you will also want give an indication as to how convincing your findings are. 

6. CONCLUSION.  Like the introduction, the conclusion is relatively brief. Its purpose is summarize what you have done and should not raise new questions. The best conclusions are those that follow logically from the introduction; that is, the reader need read only the introduction and conclusion to gain an overview of your essay. Try it before you hand in your essay. 

Final Research Paper - Additional Instructions

Below are additional instructions and guidelines for the research essay. Please also refer to the guidelines for the essay included in the course outline, and to class and tutorial discussions.

1. The final (i.e. secondary) research paper is due June 7, 2007 at the beginning of class. This does not leave you much time, so you’re advised to start planning early. 

2. Essays submitted via e-mail or fax will not be accepted. Late assignments will not be accepted without a medical note signed and dated by a physician on institutional letterhead.

3. The final paper must include references to our assigned textbooks, as well as to other recognized sources including journal articles. Although electronic sources may be used, they must be authoritative. Many academic journals are now available online and these are quite acceptable, but avoid using ‘amateur’ (i.e. non-academic, non-authoritative) websites. Limit non-academic (i.e. newspapers, etc.) electronic resources to not more than a quarter of your total referenced material. 

4. On the cover page include your name, student number, telephone number, email address, course title and number. The font should be Times New Roman, 12-point, double-spaced, one-inch margins, page numbers, single staple. Please do not use report covers. Grammar, spelling and sentence structure, as well the organization of the essay, are important elements. You may find it helpful to make an appointment with the Trent University Academic Skills Centre to have a draft of the essay reviewed by a writing instructor. I’ll be available for specific questions on essay content and form and will discuss the detailed assignment parameters in class. 

5. Regardless of your particular topic or social movement that you’ve chosen, it is strongly advised that you carefully describe the social movement(s) under analysis using both internal and external documentation, including the movement’s structure, stated mandate, size, composition, etc. 

6. Please do not pad your essay. I appreciate and grade proper academic essay writing and needless wordiness will be penalized. I’ll distribute writing ASA guidelines (applicable throughout the social sciences) in class. 

7. I strongly advise using the Trent Academic Skills Centre guide Thinking it Through: A Practical Guide to Academic Essay Writing. Chapters VI-VIII are especially useful with regard to this assignment. 
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