SOCI-1015 – FINAL ESSAY ASSIGNMENT – PROF.  R. ROTH 
Write an 8-10 page (2,000-2,500 word) paper addressing the questions below using the same essay structure and writing guidelines that I outlined in your first essay assignment (although this is NOT a critical review, so skip the goal, thesis, etc. but do have one of your own). Include in-text (parenthetical) citations and a bibliography. 

1.    Choose a social problem from one of the following topics in the Witt & Hermiston and/or Naiman (HSW) textbooks (you may also use “Seeing Ourselves” for additional data): 
· Social Class in Canada (Witt, Chapter 10 and/or HSW, Chapter 10)

· Global Stratification (Witt, Chapter 11 and/or HSW, Chapter 8 or 9)

· Gender Stratification (Witt, Chapter 12 and/or HSW, Chapter 12)

· Race/Ethnic Inequality (Witt, Chapter 13 and/or HSW, Chapter 11)

· Aging and the Elderly (Witt, Chapter 12)

2.    Discuss the social significance of this issue making specific reference to an applicable sociological theory. In other words, analyze the issue using a sociological framework. You should make extensive use of reading and lecture materials from this course. You may draw material from outside sources if you wish. 

3.    Briefly explain why this issue is relevant, interesting or important to you (e.g.: how is it personally relevant, politically important, and/or intellectually stimulating to you, etc.).

4.    Discuss why Canadians should care about this issue. Assume that I pay little attention to the issue and try your hardest to make me care as much as you do. Use your sociological imagination to distinguish why your issue is broader than a ‘trouble’ (see Mills reading).  
5.    What specific steps could you take toward implementing a form of social change to solve this problem? Explain in detail, how you would bring about significant change to ‘repair’ this social problem. For example, you might suggest a government policy or regulation that would bring about your desired change. Be precise and base it in ‘real world’ research (legislation, news items, etc.). Is your expectation a realistic one? Why or why not?
The following will be considered when evaluating your paper:

· A demonstrated understanding of sociological concepts, paradigms, theories, terminology, and issues; sufficient sociological evidence to make your analysis effective and accurate; demonstrated awareness of your own biases and your own personal paradigm. The paper should be well written with regard to sociological theory, clarity, organization, sentence structure, grammar, and spelling. Lastly, does the paper make a coherent argument or statement, or does it read as a pastiche of unrelated ideas? 

Structure your paper roughly as follows: 1-2 pages explaining the significance of the issue; 3-4 pages analyzing the issue sociologically (this is the heart of the paper); 2-3 pages discussing social change and the social policy implications. 

DEADLINE: February 28, 2012 AT THE BEGINNING OF THE CLASS.  AS USUAL, THE DEADLINE IS TO BE ADHERED TO AT ALL TIMES. NO EXCUSES WILL BE ACCEPTED (ASIDE FROM (i) A SEVERE DOWNTURN IN YOUR HEALTH WITH DOCTOR’S WRITTEN CERTIFICATION AS PROOF; OR (ii) YOUR DEATH). 
